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A word from the president

“NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US”
7KHVH�ZRUGV�DUH�RXU�PRWWR��,W�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�WKH�UHDOLW\�GXULQJ�
&29,'�����(YHU\WKLQJ�DERXW�&29,'����DIIHFWHG�XV��7KH�
SDQGHPLF�KDV�H[SRVHG�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�\HDUV��GHFDGHV��
FHQWXULHV�RI�LQHTXDOLWLHV��GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��DQG�VHFOXVLRQ�IDFHG�E\�
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��ZRPHQ�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�

1R�RQH�ZDV�SUHSDUHG�IRU�D�SDQGHPLF��*RYHUQPHQWV�ZHUH�QRW�
SUHSDUHG�DQG�UHDFWHG�VORZO\�WR�SURWHFW�RXU�OLYHV�DQG�ULJKWV��7KH�
'LVDELOLW\�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�QRW�SUHSDUHG�DQG�UHDFWHG�EUDYHO\�DQG�
VWURQJO\��

7KLV�UHSRUW�LV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�RXU�ZRUN��QRW�WKH�HQG��,W�VKRZV�
KRZ�PRVW�JRYHUQPHQWV�IDLOHG�WKHLU�OHJDO�REOLJDWLRQV�WRZDUGV�
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��,W�VKRZV�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�SHUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�SKDVHV�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��,W�VKRZV�
KRZ�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�DQG�VWURQJ�DGYRFDF\�OHG�E\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�KDV�FRPSHOOHG�
PDQ\�JRYHUQPHQWV�WR�WDNH�DFWLRQV�WR�HQVXUH�RXU�ULJKWV��

(QRXJK�ZDV�HQRXJK��:H�WROG�JRYHUQPHQW�WKDW�WKH\�QHHGHG�WR�
FRPPXQLFDWH�LQ�D�ZD\�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�DOO��:H�WROG�JRYHUQPHQW�
ZH�QHHGHG�WR�EH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�UHVSRQVH��:H�WROG�
JRYHUQPHQWV�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�QRW�VHJUHJDWH�XV�DQ\PRUH��:H�
WROG�LW�DOO�DQG�ORXG��

This is the goal of this report: it aims to clearly show how failure 
WR�LQFOXGH�XV�OHG�WR�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV�DQG�
KRZ�WKH�GLVDELOLW\�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�DEOH�WR�TXLFNO\�DQG�IHDUOHVVO\�
OHDG�WR�SROLF\�FKDQJHV��

2QH�WKLQJ�LV�FOHDU��VRPH�JRYHUQPHQWV�KHDUG�XV�DQG�DFWHG��
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VRPH�GLG�QRW��,Q�DOO�FRXQWULHV��DW�DOO�OHYHOV��D�ORW�RI�ZRUN�VWLOO�
QHHG�WR�EH�GRQH��7KLV�UHSRUW�LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�DOO�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�WKDW�GLHG�RI�&29,'�����RIWHQ�DORQH�DQG�XQVXSSRUWHG��
DQG�WR�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��DQG�VXSSRUW�
QHWZRUNV��ZKR�VWLOO�WRGD\�DUH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�DIIHFWHG�E\�WKH�
&29,'����SDQGHPLF���

We will not stop until all our brothers and sisters are included in 
VRFLHW\��8QWLO�DOO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DUH�FORVHG�DQG�VXSSRUW�WR�OLYH�LQ�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�SURYLGHG��:H�ZLOO�QRW�VWRS�XQWLO�DOO�RI�XV�FDQ�WKULYH�
DQG�NQRZ�WKDW��ZKHQ�WKH�QH[W�FULVLV�DUULYHV��RXU�OLYHV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�
FRQVLGHUHG�DV�OHVV�YDOXDEOH��

7KLV�UHSRUW�DLPV�WR�EH�D�VRXUFH�RI�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IRU�������

,W�SURYLGHV�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�WKH�(8��WR�QDWLRQDO�
JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�WR�RXUVHOYHV��LQ�WKH�GLVDELOLW\�PRYHPHQW��
:H�FDQ�GR�EHWWHU�DQG�PXVW�DOO�DFW�QRZ�WR�HQVXUH�DQ�LQFOXVLYH�
&29,'����UHFRYHU\��/HW¶V�EXLOG�EDFN�D�EHWWHU�(XURSH��

Yannis Vasdakastanis
EDF President

About EDF

7KH�(XURSHDQ�'LVDELOLW\�)RUXP�LV�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�QRQ�
JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��1*2��WKDW�GHIHQGV�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�
RI�RYHU�����PLOOLRQ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�(XURSH��(')�
LV�D�XQLTXH�SODWIRUP�ZKLFK�EULQJV�WRJHWKHU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�IURP�DFURVV�(XURSH��

:H�DUH�UXQ�E\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��:H�
DUH�D�VWURQJ�XQLWHG�YRLFH��

2XU�PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�SURPRWH�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU��DQG�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�RI��SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�(XURSH��

http://www.edf-feph.org/newsroom/news/how-many-persons-disabilities-live-eu%23overlay-context=about-us
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Context
2YHU�����PLOOLRQ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�OLYH�LQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�
Union and a much higher number if we consider the European 
FRXQWULHV�RXWVLGH�WKH�8QLRQ�LWVHOI��%HIRUH�&29,'����KLW�(XURSH��DQ�
XQDFFHSWDEOH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZHUH�OLYLQJ�
LQ�SUHFDULRXV�VLWXDWLRQV�DW�WKH�PDUJLQ�RI�VRFLHW\��ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ�
����RI�DOO�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�FXUUHQWO\�OLYLQJ�LQ�SRYHUW\�DQG�
H[SHULHQFLQJ�VRFLDO�H[FOXVLRQ�LQ��������2QO\�������RI�ZRPHQ�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�������RI�PHQ�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZHUH�LQ�IXOO�
WLPH�HPSOR\PHQW�LQ�����2��7KH�IDFWRUV�ZKLFK�DUH�OHDGLQJ�WR�WKLV�
VLWXDWLRQ�RI�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��SRYHUW\��DQG�VRFLDO�H[FOXVLRQ�KDYH�
EHHQ�GRFXPHQWHG�LQ�SUHYLRXV�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�UHSRUWV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�
EDF3��

The pandemic exposed the underlying inequalities and 
discriminatory practices faced by persons with disabilities in 
Europe and worldwide4��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��VHYHUDO�RWKHU�VRFLHWDO�
IDFWRUV�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�ULVN�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�EHLQJ�
LQIHFWHG��GLVFULPLQDWHG�ZKHQ�DFFHVVLQJ�WUHDWPHQW��DQG�G\LQJ�IURP�
&29,'�����LQFOXGLQJ�LQVWLWXWLRQDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�VHJUHJDWLRQ��ODFN�RI�
DFFHVVLELOLW\��DQG�H[FOXVLRQ�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�
RUJDQLVDWLRQV�IURP�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�
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Factors increasing the risk of persons with 
disabilities to COVID-19 infection
'XH�WR�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�IDFWRUV�GHVFULEHG�EHORZ��SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�LQIHFWHG�E\�WKH�
FRURQDYLUXV��GHYHORS�VHULRXV�LOOQHVV��DQG�GLH��

Medical conditions and unmet needs for healthcare
3UH�H[LVWLQJ�PHGLFDO�FRQGLWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�KLJK�ULVN�
IDFWRUV�IRU�&29,'�����:KLOH�VRPH�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDYH�
XQGHUO\LQJ�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�GLVDELOLW\��RWKHUV�
GR�QRW��+RZHYHU��LW�PXVW�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DUH�
PRUH�DW�ULVN�RI�LOO�KHDOWK�GXH�WR�XQPHW�QHHGV�IRU�KHDOWKFDUH�DQG�
D�ORZHU�VWDQGDUG�RI�OLYLQJ5��2YHUDOO��SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DUH�
PRUH�VXVFHSWLEOH�WR�VHFRQGDU\�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�FR�PRUELGLW\��VXFK�
DV�OXQJ�SUREOHPV��GLDEHWHV��KHDUW�GLVHDVHV�DQG�REHVLW\��ZKLFK�FDQ�
ZRUVHQ�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�&29,'����LQIHFWLRQ6��

Barriers in access to healthcare 
'XH�WR�ODFN�RI�DFFHVVLELOLW\�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�KDYH�JUHDWHU�GLI¿FXOWLHV�LQ�DFFHVVLQJ�KHDOWKFDUH�DQG�
OLIH�VDYLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV��HVSHFLDOO\�GXULQJ�D�SDQGHPLF�VXFK�DV�
&29,'�����,Q�VRPH�FRXQWULHV��SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DUH�GLUHFWO\�
discriminated against through triage protocols or indirectly due to 
GH�SULRULWLVDWLRQ���7KLV�LV�RIWHQ�GXH�WR�GLVFULPLQDWRU\�FULWHULD�VXFK�
DV�DJH��RU�DVVXPSWLRQV�DERXW�TXDOLW\�RU�YDOXH�RI�OLIH�EDVHG�RQ�
disability���(YHQ�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�WKLV�PLJKW�QRW�EH�WKH�FDVH��
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�PD\�ZDLW�ORQJHU�RU�QRW�VHHN�WUHDWPHQW�
due to the fear of not being treated appropriately���
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Older age 
7KH�:RUOG�+HDOWK�2UJDQLVDWLRQ�FRQVLGHUV�ROGHU�DJH�D�ULVN�IDFWRU�
IRU�&29,'�������:RUOGZLGH��DQ�HVWLPDWHG�����RI�SHRSOH�DJHG����
\HDUV�DQG�RYHU�DUH�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV����7KHUHIRUH��WKHUH�
LV�D�KLJK�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�ROGHU�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�DOZD\V�OLYHG�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLW\�RU�DFTXLUHG�LW�DW�D�ODWHU�VWDJH�LQ�WKHLU�OLIH��

Institutionalisation 
3HUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�
LQIHFWHG�E\�&29,'����DQG�KDYH�KLJKHU�UDWHV�RI�PRUWDOLW\��3HUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�ROGHU�SHRSOH��UHSUHVHQW�WKH�PDMRULW\�
of institutionalised people globally����$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�LV�QR�RI¿FLDO�
GDWD�RQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LQ�WKH�(8��ZH�
HVWLPDWH�WKDW�DW�OHDVW���PLOOLRQ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�
such settings����

3HRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�KDYH�OLPLWHG�DFFHVV�WR�&29,'����
UHODWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ��WHVWLQJ��DQG�KHDOWKFDUH��7KH\�DOVR�IDFH�
GLI¿FXOWLHV�LQ�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�K\JLHQH�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�����
&KLOGUHQ�DQG�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�
ZHUH�DOVR�DW�ULVN�ZKHQ�JRYHUQPHQWV�WRRN�QR�PHDVXUH�WR�SURWHFW�
their health and safety����

'DWD�DYDLODEOH�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�SHRSOH�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VHWWLQJV�DUH�
IDFLQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDWHV�RI�LQIHFWLRQ�DQG�PRUWDOLW\�IURP�&29,'�
������,Q�6ORYHQLD��IRU�LQVWDQFH������RI�WKH�&29,'����GHDWKV�ZHUH�
among care home residents����
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Barriers in implementing hygiene and protection 
measures 
Persons with disabilities often face barriers in implementing the 
K\JLHQH�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�SXW�LQ�SODFH�E\�JRYHUQPHQWV��
)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKH\�PD\�KDYH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�ZDVKLQJ�WKHLU�KDQGV�RIWHQ�
RU�UHVSHFW�VRFLDO�GLVWDQFLQJ�GXH�WR�D�YDULHW\�RI�IDFWRUV��ODFN�RI�
DFFHVVLELOLW\�RI�ZDWHU��VDQLWDWLRQ��DQG�K\JLHQH�IDFLOLWLHV��D�UHOLDQFH�
RQ�SK\VLFDO�FRQWDFW�WR�JHW�VXSSRUW��LQDFFHVVLEOH�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��RU�EHLQJ�SODFHG�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VHWWLQJV�ZKLFK�DUH�
RIWHQ�RYHUFURZGHG�DQG�ODFNLQJ�VDQLWDU\�IDFLOLWLHV����6RPH�SHUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�PD\�DOVR�¿QG�LW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�ZHDU�IDFH�PDVNV��

Belonging to other disadvantaged groups
2WKHU�IDFHWV�RI�WKH�LGHQWLWLHV�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��VXFK�DV�
WKHLU�EHORQJLQJ�WR�RWKHU�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�JURXSV��SXW�WKHP�DW�JUHDWHU�
ULVN�RI�&29,'����LQIHFWLRQ�DQG�LPSDFW��)RU�LQVWDQFH��SULRU�WR�WKH�
pandemic women with disabilities were already three times more 
OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�XQPHW�QHHGV�IRU�KHDOWKFDUH����7KH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�
GHQRXQFHG�WKH�µDSSDOOLQJ�LPSDFW¶�RI�&29,'����RQ�UDFLDO�DQG�
HWKQLF�PLQRULWLHV�GXH�WR�D�UDQJH�RI�IDFWRUV�LQFOXGLQJ�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��
XQHTXDO�DFFHVV�WR�KHDOWKFDUH��DQG�SRYHUW\��2WKHU�JURXSV�VXFK�DV�
/*%7,��SHRSOH��UHIXJHHV�DQG�DV\OXP�VHHNHUV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��
KRPHOHVV�SHUVRQV��DQG�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�SULVRQ�KDYH�
EHHQ�IDFLQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DQG�ULVNV�RI�LQIHFWLRQ��
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Overview of the pandemic and European 
response  
2Q����'HFHPEHU�������WKH�:XKDQ�0XQLFLSDO�+HDOWK�&RPPLVVLRQ�
in China reported a cluster of cases of pneumonia in Wuhan in 
+XEHL�3URYLQFH��$�FRURQDYLUXV�ZDV�HYHQWXDOO\�LGHQWL¿HG��/HVV�
WKDQ�D�PRQWK�ODWHU��RQ�-DQXDU\���WK��WKH�WKUHH�¿UVW�FDVHV�ZHUH�
FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�(XURSH��

,WDO\�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWU\�WR�GHFODUH�D�VWDWH�RI�
HPHUJHQF\�DQG�WR�LPSRVH�D�JHQHUDO�ORFNGRZQ�RQ�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�
GXH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��0LG�0DUFK�������VHYHUDO�(XURSHDQ�
FRXQWULHV�IROORZHG��

'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�SKDVH�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��RXW�RI����(XURSHDQ�
FRXQWULHV��(8�FRXQWULHV�SOXV�,FHODQG��/LHFKWHQVWHLQ��1RUZD\��
6ZLW]HUODQG��DQG�WKH�8.������FRXQWULHV�GHFODUHG�D�VWDWH�RI�
emergency20�DQG����FRXQWULHV�ZHQW�LQWR�ORFNGRZQ��6RPH�
FRXQWULHV�GLG�QRW�JR�LQWR�IXOO�ORFNGRZQ�EXW�KDG�VRPH�UHVWULFWLRQV�
LQ�SODFH��VXFK�DV�FORVXUH�RI�VFKRROV�DQG�QRQ�HVVHQWLDO�VKRSV��
7KLV�LQFOXGHV�&URDWLD��'HQPDUN��*HUPDQ\��+XQJDU\��,FHODQG��
/LHFKWHQVWHLQ��/X[HPERXUJ��0DOWD��6ORYDNLD�DQG�6ZHGHQ���

7KH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��WKURXJK�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI�WKH�(8�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�
0HPEHU�6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��WRRN�VSHFL¿F�
VWHSV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�SDQGHPLF��

$Q�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�ODFN�
RI�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�GLVDELOLW\�ULJKWV�DQG�VWDWHV¶�REOLJDWLRQV�XQGHU�
WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�5LJKWV�RI�3HUVRQV�ZLWK�
'LVDELOLWLHV��&53'�22��IURP�SUHSDUHGQHVV�WR�UHFRYHU\��SHUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZHUH�OHIW�EHKLQG�DQG�KDG�WR�VWURQJO\�DGYRFDWH�IRU�
WKHLU�ULJKWV��$�PDMRULW\�RI�JRYHUQPHQWV�IDLOHG�WR�LQYROYH�SHUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�LQ�GHFLVLRQ�
PDNLQJ�SULRU�DQG�GXULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF��7KLV�OHG�WR�ZLGHVSUHDG�DQG�
VHYHUH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV�XQGHU�WKH�&53'�DQG�WKH�GHDWKV�
RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DFURVV�(XURSH��6RFLHWLHV�WKDW�ZHUH�QRW�
LQFOXVLYH�FRXOG�QRW�HQVXUH�DQ�LQFOXVLYH�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��
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Preparedness
Preparedness planning for a public health emergency ensures the 
DYDLODELOLW\�RI�FDSDFLWLHV�DQG�FDSDELOLWLHV�WR�GHWHFW��QRWLI\��UHVSRQG�
WR��DQG�UHFRYHU�IURP�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�EHIRUH�WKH�HPHUJHQF\�DULVHV���

'HVSLWH�OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG�JXLGHOLQHV�RQ�WKH�WRSLF��(8�DQG�(XURSHDQ�
countries were not fully prepared for a pandemic and not prepared 
IRU�D�GLVDELOLW\�LQFOXVLYH�UHVSRQVH�WR�&29,'�����2UJDQLVDWLRQV�
representing persons with disabilities were not consulted on 
SUHSDUHGQHVV��GLVDELOLW\�VXSSRUW�VHUYLFHV�ZHUH�QRW�RQ�WKH�OLVW�RI�
HVVHQWLDO�VHUYLFHV��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VSHFL¿F�DWWHQWLRQ�WRZDUGV�
ROGHU�SHRSOH�DQG�SHRSOH�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DQG�FORVHG�VHWWLQJV��

)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�(XURSHDQ�&HQWUH�RI�'LVHDVH�3UHYHQWLRQ�DQG�
&RQWURO¶V�RSHUDWLRQDO�FKHFNOLVW�IRU�KHDOWK�HPHUJHQF\�SUHSDUHGQHVV�
does not include any mention of persons with disabilities or 
FRQVXOWDWLRQ�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\��,W�LV�D�JODULQJ�JDS�WR�
prepare for or respond to a pandemic without consulting those 
PRVW�DIIHFWHG�

Beginning of the pandemic in Europe 
7KH�¿UVW�VWDJH�RI�DGGUHVVLQJ�D�SDQGHPLF�LQYROYHV�XUJHQW�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�DGRSWLRQ�RI�HPHUJHQF\�SROLFLHV��7KH�&53'�
REOLJHV�FRXQWULHV�WR�WDNH�DOO�QHFHVVDU\�PHDVXUHV�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�
protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations 
RI�ULVN�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�HPHUJHQFLHV��DUWLFOH������WR�SURYLGH�
DFFHVVLEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��DUWLFOHV���DQG������
LQYROYH�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�WKURXJK�WKHLU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
RUJDQLVDWLRQV�LQ�DOO�PDWWHUV�WKDW�FRQFHUQ�WKHP��DUWLFOH�������DQG�
HQVXUH�HTXDOLW\��DUWLFOH�����

This is what the EU and the European countries failed to do from 
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��7KH�¿UVW�UHVSRQVH�ZDV�VORZ�DQG�
UHÀHFWHG�WKH�VWHUHRW\SHV�DERXW�DQG�H[FOXVLRQ�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV��$VVXPLQJ�WKDW�WKH�YLUXV�ZDV�PRVWO\�GDQJHURXV�IRU�³WKH�
PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH´��LQFOXGLQJ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�ORZHUHG�LPPXQH�V\VWHPV��
ROGHU�SHRSOH��DQG�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�VWDUWHG�

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/health-emergency-preparedness-imported-cases-high-consequence-infectious-diseases
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WDNLQJ�PHDVXUHV�RQO\�RQFH�D�KLJKHU�QXPEHU�RI�FDVHV�DQG�GHDWKV�
DIIHFWLQJ�SHRSOH�RXWVLGH�WKHVH�JURXSV�ZDV�UHDFKHG��

&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�YLUXV�DQG�PHDVXUHV�WDNHQ�ZHUH�QRW�
DFFHVVLEOH�WR�DOO�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��7KLV�SDUWLFXODUO\�DIIHFWHG�
'HDI��KDUG�RI�KHDULQJ�DQG�'HDI�EOLQG�SHRSOH�ZKR�GLG�QRW�KDYH�
DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VLJQV��,W�DOVR�
affected people with intellectual disabilities and autistic people 
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ODFN�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�SODLQ�ODQJXDJH�DQG�(DV\�WR�
8QGHUVWDQG�IRUPDWV��

7KH�(8�RUJDQLVHG�LWV�¿UVW�SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFH�RQ�&29,'����RQ���WK�
)HEUXDU\��7KLV�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFHV��
ZLWK�QR�FDSWLRQLQJ�RU�VLJQ�ODQJXDJH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��7KH�¿UVW�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VLJQ�ZDV�D�YLGHR�PHVVDJH�
of the President of the European Commission on guidelines to 
HQVXUH�WKH�IUHH�PRYHPHQW�RI�FULWLFDO�ZRUNHUV�RQ���WK�0DUFK��

,Q�PRVW�FRXQWULHV��RUJDQLVDWLRQV�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZHUH�
QRW�SURDFWLYHO\�FRQVXOWHG�E\�WKHLU�JRYHUQPHQWV�

Lockdown and/or restriction measures 
/RFNGRZQ��VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\��DQG�WHPSRUDU\�UHVWULFWLRQV�PHDQW�
WKDW��IRU�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV��WKH�OLYHV�RI�HYHU\RQH�LQ�(XURSH�FKDQJHG�
GUDVWLFDOO\��'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ORFNGRZQ�DQG�UHVWULFWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�
DGRSWHG�LQ�0DUFK�$SULO�������VFKRROV�DQG�QRQ�HVVHQWLDO�VKRSV�
ZHUH�FORVHG�LQ�D�ZLGH�PDMRULW\�RI�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV��*DWKHULQJV�
ZHUH�EDQQHG�LQ����FRXQWULHV��,Q���FRXQWULHV�JDWKHULQJV�ZHUH�
DOORZHG��EXW�ZLWK�QXPEHUV�OLPLWHG�WR�D�PD[LPXP�RI�EHWZHHQ���23 
WR������SHRSOH24��$OPRVW�DOO�FRXQWULHV�DGRSWHG�WUDYHO�EDQV��FORVHG�
WKHLU�ERUGHUV��RU�LQVWDOOHG�ERUGHU�FRQWUROV�RI�VRPH�VRUWV��

,Q�2FWREHU�������QHZ�UHVWULFWLRQV�DQG�SDUWLDO�ORFNGRZQV�ZHUH�
DQQRXQFHG�LQ�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�IROORZLQJ�D�³VHFRQG�ZDYH´�RI�
&29,'����FDVHV���

*RYHUQPHQWV�KDYH�PRVWO\�IDLOHG�WR�DGRSW�UHVWULFWLRQV�DQG�
ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV�WKDW�FRPSOLHG�ZLWK�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�SHUVRQV�
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ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��7KH\�KDYH�DOVR�IDLOHG�WR�SUHYHQW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
YLRODWLRQV�IURP�RFFXUULQJ��7KH\�LQFOXGH�LVVXHV�UHJDUGLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�
HGXFDWLRQ��HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�KHDOWKFDUH�VHUYLFHV��GLVDELOLW\�VXSSRUW�
VHUYLFHV��JHQGHU�EDVHG�DQG�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��LQYROXQWDU\�
WUHDWPHQW�LQ�SV\FKLDWU\��DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV��

Home schooling and home working 
,Q�PRVW�FRXQWULHV��SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDG�WR�VWD\�DW�KRPH��
ZLWK�QR�DFFHVV�WR�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�DVVLVWDQW�DQG�QR�VXSSRUW��
&KLOGUHQ�DQG�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDG�WR�DGDSW�TXLFNO\�WR�
RQOLQH�HGXFDWLRQ��UHTXLULQJ�DFFHVV�WR�D�FRPSXWHU�DQG�LQWHUQHW�
�ZKLFK�PD\�QRW�EH�DYDLODEOH�DQG�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�DOO�RI�WKHP��DQG�
RIWHQ�ZLWKRXW�DGHTXDWH�VXSSRUW��FODVV�DVVLVWDQW��LQWHUSUHWHU���
:RUNHUV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DOVR�IDFHG�WKH�VDPH�LVVXHV�ZLWK�KRPH�
ZRUNLQJ�SROLFLHV�WKDW�ZHUH�QRW�DFFHVVLEOH�DQG�ZKHUH�UHDVRQDEOH�
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�ZDV�QRW�DYDLODEOH��:KHQ�UHPRWH�ZRUNLQJ�ZDV�
QRW�SRVVLEOH��ZRUNHUV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�ODLG�RII�DQG�
IDFHG�VXGGHQ�XQHPSOR\PHQW�ZLWK�QR�VXSSRUW��7KLV�VLWXDWLRQ�
ZDV�DJJUDYDWHG�E\�WKH�H[WUD�GLVDELOLW\�UHODWHG�FRVWV�SHRSOH�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�DOUHDG\�IDFH��H[WUD�FRVWV�LQFOXGLQJ�DFFHVVLEOH�KRXVLQJ��
WUDQVSRUW��DVVLVWDQFH��WHFKQLFDO�DLGV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�HWF��25�

3HUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDYH��RQ�DYHUDJH��OHVV�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�
internet and digital tools26��7KLV�SHULRG�RI�DFFHOHUDWHG�GLJLWDOLVDWLRQ�
has created further exclusion and increases digital inequality�����
Many parents with disabilities and parents of children with 
GLVDELOLWLHV�GLG�QRW�UHFHLYH�VXSSRUW�GXULQJ�WKH�ORFNGRZQ��DQG�KDG�
WR�EH�DYDLODEOH������IRU�WKHLU�FKLOG��RIWHQ�KRPH�VFKRROLQJ�WKHP�ZLWK�
QR�DVVLVWDQFH��7KLV�SDUWLFXODUO\�DIIHFWHG�ZRPHQ��ZKR�DUH�PRUH�
OLNHO\�WR�EHDU�WKH�FDULQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV����RU�WR�EH�WKH�VROH�FDUHU�RI�
RQH�RU�VHYHUDO�FKLOGUHQ���RU�UHODWLYHV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��

Gender-based and domestic violence 
'DWD�DYDLODEOH�VKRZV�WKDW�JHQGHU�EDVHG�DQG�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
KDV�VSLNHG�GXULQJ�ORFNGRZQV��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�)UDQFH��UHSRUWV�RI�
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GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�E\�����GXULQJ�WKH�ORFNGRZQ30 
DQG�LQ�&\SUXV��KHOSOLQHV�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�D�����LQFUHDVH�LQ�
calls����$OWKRXJK�ZH�GR�QRW�NQRZ�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�
JLUOV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�YLFWLPV�RI�YLROHQFH�GXULQJ�
WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH�81�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�+LJK�&RPPLVVLRQHU�IRU�
+XPDQ�5LJKWV��2+&+5��KDV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW��JOREDOO\��ZRPHQ�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV��DOWKRXJK�OLNHO\�IDFLQJ�KLJKHU�QXPEHUV�RI�GRPHVWLF�
YLROHQFH��DUH�UHSRUWLQJ�OHVV��7KLV�ORZHU�UHSRUWLQJ�UDWH�FDQ�EH�GXH�
WR�D�YDULHW\�RI�FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�SUH�H[LVWHG�&29,'�����VXFK�DV�
D�ODFN�RI�DZDUHQHVV��EXW�DOVR�LQDFFHVVLEOH�KHOSOLQHV��UHSRUWLQJ�
PHFKDQLVPV��DQG�RYHUDOO�VXSSRUW�VHUYLFHV�IRU�YLFWLPV�LQFOXGLQJ�
VKHOWHUV��

Isolation and human rights violations in closed settings 
,VRODWLRQ��YLROHQFH��DEXVH��DQG�ODFN�RI�VXSSRUW�SDUWLFXODUO\�DIIHFWHG�
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�FORVHG�VHWWLQJV��LQFOXGLQJ�
FKLOGUHQ��\RXQJ��DQG�ROGHU�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��
WKRVH�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LQ�SV\FKLDWULF�KRVSLWDOV��LQ�SULVRQV��DQG�LQ�
UHIXJHH�FDPSV�SDLG�WKH�KLJKHVW�SULFH�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��7KH\�ZHUH�
PRUH�DW�ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�DIIHFWHG�E\�WKH�YLUXV�GXULQJ�WKH�ORFNGRZQ�
SHULRG��DQG�WKH�OHDVW�OLNHO\�WR�UHFHLYH�KHDOWKFDUH��7KH\�ZHUH�DOVR�
FRPSOHWHO\�LVRODWHG��IHHOLQJ�ORFNHG�XS�ZLWK�QR�DXWKRULVDWLRQ�WR�
UHFHLYH�YLVLWV�DQG�QR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�ZK\�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�
OHDYH�WKHLU�FORVHG�VHWWLQJV��&KLOGUHQ�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�
FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�LQWHOOHFWXDO�RU�SV\FKRVRFLDO�GLVDELOLWLHV��DQG�FKLOGUHQ�
RQ�WKH�DXWLVP�VSHFWUXP��ZHUH�VWURQJO\�LPSDFWHG�E\�LVRODWLRQ�
DQG�VWD\LQJ�DW�KRPH�RUGHUV��ZKHQ�QR�H[FHSWLRQ�ZDV�PDGH�E\�
JRYHUQPHQWV32�

,Q�PRVW�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�GHDWKV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�ROGHU�SHRSOH¶V�UHVLGHQFHV��7KLV�LV�GXH�WR�D�UDQJH�
RI�IDFWRUV�LQFOXGLQJ�D�YHU\�OLPLWHG�UHVSRQVH�IURP�JRYHUQPHQWV��
ODFN�RI�SHUVRQDO�SURWHFWLYH�HTXLSPHQW��ODFN�RI�WHVWLQJ�IRU�VWDII�DQG�
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UHVLGHQWV��DQG�LQDGHTXDWH�DFFHVV�WR�KHDOWKFDUH��

3HRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDYH�SDLG�WKH�SULFH�ZLWK�WKHLU�OLYHV��7KHUH�
KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�DQ�H[WUHPH�LPSDFW�RQ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK��5HDVRQV�
LQFOXGH�LQDGHTXDWH�RU�LQDFFHVVLEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��
IRUFHG�LVRODWLRQ�ZLWK�QR�GHYLFHV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�
QHWZRUN��DQG�DQ�RYHUDOO�DEVHQFH�RI�VXSSRUW��7KHUH�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�
D�KLJKHU�QXPEHU�RI�FDVHV�RI�LQYROXQWDU\�SODFHPHQW�DQG�WUHDWPHQW�
LQ�SV\FKLDWULF�KRVSLWDOV�GXULQJ�WKH�ORFNGRZQ�

Discrimination in accessing healthcare services 
3HUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IDFHG�VLPLODU�
EDUULHUV�LQ�DFFHVVLQJ�KHDOWKFDUH�VHUYLFHV��(LWKHU�WULDJH�JXLGHOLQHV�
denied access to healthcare for persons on the basis of 
WKHLU�GLVDELOLWLHV��RU��LQ�SUDFWLFH��WKH\�ZHUH�UHIXVHG�DFFHVV�RU�
GHSULRULWLVHG�LQ�KRVSLWDOV��ZKLFK�KDYH�EHHQ�RYHUZKHOPHG�E\�
WKH�FULVLV��7KHVH�H[DPSOHV�RI�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�DFFHVV�PHGLFDO�
care also create a situation of mistrust in the healthcare system 
resulting in persons with disabilities waiting longer to go or 
GHFLGLQJ�WR�QRW�JR�WR�WKHLU�GRFWRUV�RU�WR�KRVSLWDOV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DYRLG�
UHIXVDO��

Lack of support in the community 
$GGLWLRQDOO\��SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��
HLWKHU�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�RU�ZLWK�IDPLO\��SHHUV��DQG�RU�IULHQGV�KDG�WR�
IDFH�D�VXGGHQ�EUHDN�GRZQ�LQ�FRPPXQLW\�VXSSRUWV��DPEXODWRU\�
VHUYLFHV��SHUVRQDO�DVVLVWDQFH��DQG�DVVLVWLYH�WHFKQRORJ\�GXH�WKH�
LQDGHTXDWH�UHVSRQVH�RI�JRYHUQPHQWV�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��:KHQ�
IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��UHODWLYHV��SHHUV��DVVLVWDQWV��FDUHUV��DQG�VWDII�
PHPEHUV�RI�VHUYLFH�SURYLGHUV�KDG�WR�JR�LQWR�TXDUDQWLQH��RU�JRW�
LOO�DQG�FRXOG�QRW�EH�UHSODFHG��SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�IRXQG�
WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�VXSSRUW��(YHQ�DFFHVV�WR�PHGLFLQH�DQG�
DGHTXDWH�QXWULWLRQ�ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�RU�HYHQ�LPSRVVLEOH�GXH�WR�LVRODWHG�
OLYLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��ORVV�RI�LQFRPH��DQG�ODFN�RI�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW33�
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Lifting of lockdown and restrictions
)URP�WKH�HQG�RI�$SULO�WR�-XQH��FRXQWULHV�VWDUWHG�WR�OLIW�WKHLU�
ORFNGRZQV�DQG�VRPH�UHVWULFWLRQ�PHDVXUHV��:KLOH�VKRSV�DQG�
VRPH�VFKRROV�VWDUWHG�WR�UH�RSHQ��VRPH�UHVWULFWLRQV�DQG�PHDVXUHV�
VWLOO�DSSOLHG��,Q�PRVW�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV��ZHDULQJ�D�IDFH�PDVN�
EHFDPH�PDQGDWRU\�RQ�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW��LQ�VKRSV��RU�LQ�DOO�SXEOLF�
VSDFHV��DQG�VRPH�UXOHV�RI�VRFLDO�GLVWDQFLQJ�ZHUH�HQIRUFHG��,Q�
2FWREHU��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�QHZ�FDVHV��FRXQWULHV�DQG�
UHJLRQV�UHLQWURGXFHG�SDUWLDO�RU�WRWDO�ORFNGRZQV��2QFH�DJDLQ��
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZHUH�PRVWO\�OHIW�EHKLQG��(LWKHU�WKH\�IDFHG�
ORQJHU�FRQ¿QHPHQW�PHDVXUHV��VWLOO�ZLWKRXW�VSHFL¿F�VXSSRUW��RU�
VWDUWHG�WR�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�IHHO�WKH�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�
SDQGHPLF��

2Q���WK�$SULO��D�MRLQW�(8�5RDGPDS�WR�OLIWLQJ�FRURQDYLUXV�PHDVXUHV 
UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�WKH�³PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�JURXSV�VKRXOG�EH�
SURWHFWHG�IRU�ORQJHU´��LQFOXGLQJ�³ROGHU�SHRSOH��SHRSOH�ZLWK�FKURQLF�
GLVHDVHV��DQG�SHRSOH�ZLWK�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV´34��%\�WKLV��WKH�(8�
HQFRXUDJHG�QRW�OLIWLQJ�UHVWULFWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�IRU�WKHVH�JURXSV��
ZLWKRXW�H[SODLQLQJ�KRZ�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHP��

3RVW�ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV�LQFOXGHG�PHDVXUHV�WKDW�GLUHFWO\�RU�
LQGLUHFWO\�GLVFULPLQDWHG�DJDLQVW�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��)RU�
LQVWDQFH��WKH�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�ZHDU�D�IDFH�PDVN�LQ�GHVLJQDWHG�DUHDV�
ZLWKRXW�SURYLGLQJ�H[FHSWLRQV�IRU�SHRSOH�ZKR�PD\�¿QG�LW�GLI¿FXOW�RU�
GLVWUHVVLQJ��%HFDXVH�RI�XQFOHDU�JXLGDQFH�IURP�6WDWH�DXWKRULWLHV�
VRPH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�UHPDLQHG�FORVHG�DQG�YLVLWV�SURKLELWHG��OHDYLQJ�
WKHLU�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�LVRODWLRQ��ZLWK�RIWHQ�ORQJ�WHUP�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RQ�
WKHLU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK���

Testing, vaccination, and recovery 
3HUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�GLVFULPLQDWHG�
DJDLQVW�LQ�WKH�WHVWLQJ�DQG�YDFFLQDWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�LQ�WKH�
HFRQRPLF�UHFRYHU\�SODQV��7KH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�(XURSHDQ�
Parliament and Council on µ3UHSDUHGQHVV�IRU�&29,'����
YDFFLQDWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�YDFFLQH�GHSOR\PHQW¶ adopted on 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/coronavirus-response/european-roadmap-lifting-coronavirus-containment-measures_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/vaccination/docs/2020_strategies_deployment_en.pdf
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2FWREHU���WK�GLG�QRW�PHQWLRQ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�2Q�2FWREHU�
��WK��WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�RQ�&29,'����WHVWLQJ
DOVR�FRPSOHWHO\�H[FOXGHG�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�
QR�KDUPRQLVDWLRQ�LQ�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV��:KLOH�VRPH�FRXQWULHV�
DOUHDG\�UHFRJQLVHG�WKDW�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�VKRXOG�KDYH�
SULRULW\�DFFHVV�WR�YDFFLQDWLRQ��LQ�RWKHUV��SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�
DQG�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�QHWZRUNV�KDYH�UHPDLQHG�LQYLVLEOH��

,Q�UHODWLRQ�WR�UHFRYHU\��WKH�ZD\�(8�IXQGLQJ�LV�DOORFDWHG�FKDQJHG�
TXLWH�GUDVWLFDOO\�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�&29,'����SDQGHPLF��7KHUH�KDYH�
been changes both to the rules for using funding in the current 
IXQGLQJ�SHULRG��������������DQG�WR�WKH�ZD\�IXQGLQJ�ZLOO�EH�
SODQQHG�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�SHULRG�������������ZLWK�D�ODUJH�VXP�RI�
PRQH\�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�VROHO\�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�UHFRYHU\�IURP�
WKH�FULVLV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WKH�³1H[W�*HQHUDWLRQ�(8´�LQLWLDWLYH��7KLV�
VXEVWDQWLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LV�ZHOFRPH�DQG�QHHGHG��,W�LV��KRZHYHU��QRW�
FOHDU�KRZ�LQFOXVLYH�WKH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�UHFRYHU\�ZLOO�EH�IRU�
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��

https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/preparedness_response/docs/covid19_testingstrategies_recommendation_en.pdf
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Conclusion and recommendations 
:KLOH�WKH�(8�DQG�DOO�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV��H[FHSW�/LHFKWHQVWHLQ��
KDYH�UDWL¿HG�WKH�&53'��WKHLU�SROLF\�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DSSURDFKHV�WR�
disability remain ad hoc and this contributes to the marginalisation 
RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�&29,'����FULVLV��
this had dreadful consequences as persons with disabilities were 
RIWHQ�RQO\�DQ�DIWHUWKRXJKW�LQ�JRYHUQPHQW�DFWLRQV�WKDW�WXUQHG�
WKHLU�OLYHV�XSVLGH�GRZQ��,Q�$XVWUDOLD��WKHUH�LV�D�0DQDJHPHQW�
DQG�2SHUDWLRQDO�3ODQ�IRU�3HRSOH�ZLWK�'LVDELOLW\�RYHUVHHQ�E\�D�
GHGLFDWHG�$GYLVRU\�&RPPLWWHH�IRU�WKH�&29,'����5HVSRQVH�IRU�
People with Disability35�7KHUH�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�D�
VLPLODU�FURVV�JRYHUQPHQW�DSSURDFK�LQ�DQ\�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWU\��

7KH�ODFN�RI�GDWD�LV�D�VWDUN�H[DPSOH�RI�WKLV�ODFN�RI�D�V\VWHPDWLF�
DSSURDFK�DFURVV�JRYHUQPHQWV��,Q�PRVW�FRXQWULHV��JRYHUQPHQWV�
DUH�QRW�JDWKHULQJ�GDWD�RQ�WKH�KHDOWK��VRFLDO��RU�HFRQRPLF�
FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKLV�FULVLV�RQ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��7KH�
H[WHQW�RI�ORVV�RI�OLIH�DQG�GDPDJH�WR�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV¶�OLYHV�
LV�XQNQRZQ�DW�WKH�(XURSHDQ�OHYHO��'DWD�IURP�(QJODQG�DQG�:DOHV�
UHYHDOV�WKDW�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZDYH�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��0DUFK�WR�
-XO\��������SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�PDGH�XS�����RI�DOO�GHDWKV�
LQYROYLQJ�&29,'���36�

7KH�OHYHO�RI�GHDWK�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�RWKHU�FORVHG�VHWWLQJV�LV�
D�WUDJHG\�WKDW�HYHQ�LQLWLDO�JDSV�DQG�RYHUVLJKW�LQ�PRQLWRULQJ�
FRXOG�QRW�KLGH��2OGHU�SHUVRQV�DQG�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�
KDYH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�GLHG�LQ�WKHVH�FORVHG�IDFLOLWLHV�EHFDXVH�
RI�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�WKHP�DQG�WKH�ODFN�RI�DWWHQWLRQ�JLYHQ�WR�
WKHVH�SRSXODWLRQV�E\�JRYHUQPHQWV��7KLV�ZLOO�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
important opportunities for change that comes out of this crisis – 
WR�¿QG�QHZ�PRGHOV�WR�VXSSRUW�FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�OLYLQJ�

2QH�VWUHQJWK�WKDW�WKH�FULVLV�KDV�VKRZQ�LV�WKDW�RI�WKH�GLVDELOLW\�
VHFWRU��LQFOXGLQJ�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�WKHPVHOYHV��7KHLU�
UHVSRQVH�ZDV�LPPHGLDWH�DQG�UREXVW��DQG�RIWHQ�SURYLGHG�D�
OHDGHUVKLS�WKDW�OHG�JRYHUQPHQWV�WR�PDNH�DGMXVWPHQWV��7KLV�
UHLWHUDWHV�LPSRUWDQW�GRXEWV�DERXW�JRYHUQPHQW�FDSDFLW\�RQ�
GLVDELOLW\�LVVXHV�DQG�VKRZV�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�
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RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�SOD\�GXULQJ�FULVLV��,W�DOVR�VKRZV�
WKH�UHWXUQ�RQ�LQYHVWPHQW�WKDW�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�WKH�FDSDFLW\�RI�
RUJDQLVDWLRQV�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�SURYLGHV�DQG�WKH�QHHG�WR�
HQVXUH�DGHTXDWH�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�WKHP�JRLQJ�IRUZDUG�

3HUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�D�PLQLPXP�OHYHO�
RI�LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�UHFRJQLWLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�FULVLV��(8�DQG�QDWLRQDO�
UHVSRQVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZHDNHU�DQG�OHVV�HIIHFWLYH��ERWK�LQ�QRW�
WDUJHWLQJ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�VXI¿FLHQWO\��DQG�DOVR�LQ�QRW�
WDNLQJ�RQ�WKH�OHVVRQV�RI�GLVDELOLW\�LQFOXVLRQ�GXULQJ�WKLV�FULVLV��
$V�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�KDV�PDGH�FOHDU��³GLVDELOLW\�LQFOXVLRQ�ZLOO�
UHVXOW�LQ�D�&29,'����UHVSRQVH�DQG�UHFRYHU\�WKDW�EHWWHU�VHUYHV�
HYHU\RQH´���,QYROYLQJ�WKH�GLVDELOLW\�FRPPXQLW\�ZRXOG�KDYH�VKRZQ�
WKH�EDUULHUV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�UHVSRQVH��WKH�SHRSOH�WKDW�
ZHUH�H[FOXGHG��WKH�DGDSWDWLRQV�QHHGHG�IRU�LQGLYLGXDOV��DQG�WKH�
DWWLWXGHV�WKDW�QHHGHG�WR�FKDQJH�

$�GLVDELOLW\�LQFOXVLYH�UHVSRQVH�FRXOG�VWLOO�WUDQVIRUP�UHVSRQVH�
DQG�UHFRYHU\�IRU�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��7KHUH�LV�DQ�
opportunity to reshape and rebuild our societies and economies 
LQ�D�PRUH�LQFOXVLYH�ZD\�IRU�DOO��7KURXJKRXW�QDWLRQDO�UHVSRQVHV�
WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF�WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�VRPH�LPSURYHPHQWV�WR�
UHVSRQVLYHQHVV�RQ�GLVDELOLW\�EXW�WRR�PDQ\�JDSV�UHPDLQ��,I�WKHUH�
LV�D�UHVXUJHQFH�RI�WKH�YLUXV�LQ�������SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZLOO�
FRQWLQXH�WR�IDFH�WKH�JUDYH�DQG�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�ULVNV�WKH\�IDFHG�
WKLV�\HDU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�FRQWLQXH�WR�IDFH�
LPPHGLDWH�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�QHHG�XUJHQW�UHGUHVV�
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Our 10 recommendations to the European Union and 
European leaders 
'UDZLQJ�RQ�WKH�GUDPDWLF�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKH�&29,'����FULVLV�
DQG�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�FKDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�E\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��
the European Disability Forum calls on the EU and European 
leaders to commit to:

��� CRPD implementation: Politically commit to ensure the 
ULJKWV�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�LPSOHPHQW�WKH�&53'��
LQFOXGLQJ�LQ�VLWXDWLRQV�RI�ULVN�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�HPHUJHQFLHV�
VXFK�DV�WKH�&29,'����FULVLV��

��� Consultation and involvement: Adopt measures to 
HQVXUH�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�DQG�V\VWHPDWLF�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�DOO�SHUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�WKURXJK�WKHLU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RUJDQLVDWLRQV��
DQG�LQFOXGH�WKH�PRVW�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�JURXSV��LQFOXGLQJ�VHOI�
DGYRFDWHV�

��� Preparedness and response��,QYHVW�LQ�D�GLVDELOLW\�LQFOXVLYH�
SURFHVV�RI�SUHSDUHGQHVV�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�GHYDVWDWLQJ�LPSDFWV�RI�
IXWXUH�FULVLV�DQG�HQVXUH�LQFOXVLYH�UHVSRQVH��,QFOXVLYH�UHVSRQVH�
PXVW�LQFOXGH�DFFHVVLEOH�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�DQQRXQFHPHQWV��

��� Disaggregated data: Ensure that all data collected is 
GLVDJJUHJDWHG�E\�DJH��JHQGHU�DQG�GLVDELOLW\��3HUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�RU�FORVHG�VHWWLQJV�VKRXOG�EH�
LQFOXGHG�LQ�DOO�GDWD�JDWKHUHG��

��� Adequate budget and investment: Adequate budget must 
EH�DOORFDWHG�WR�DGYDQFH�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��
WKHLU�LQFOXVLRQ�LQ�VRFLHW\��WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&53'��DQG�
WKH�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�RI�WKH�GLVDELOLW\�PRYHPHQW��,QYHVWPHQW�LQ�
UHFRYHU\�PXVW�LQFOXGH�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��1R�LQYHVWPHQW�
PXVW�EH�PDGH�LQ�LQLWLDWLYHV�WKDW�YLRODWH�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�WKURXJK�FUHDWLRQ�RI�LQDFFHVVLEOH�EXLOGLQJV��WUDQVSRUW�
RU�,&7��RU�ZKLFK�VHJUHJDWH�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�

��� Accessibility and inclusion: Ensure accessibility and 
LQFOXVLRQ�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DW�DOO�OHYHOV�RI�JRYHUQDQFH��
UHVSRQVH�DQG�UHFRYHU\�PHDVXUHV��DQG�LQ�VRFLHW\��
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��� Services and support��(QVXUH�WKDW�GLVDELOLW\�VSHFL¿F�DQG�
PDLQVWUHDP�VXSSRUW�VHUYLFHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DQG�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�
all persons with disabilities and are recognised as essential 
VHUYLFHV��

��� ,QGHSHQGHQW�OLYLQJ��(QG�LQVWLWXWLRQDOLVDWLRQ�E\�LPPHGLDWHO\�
LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�OLYLQJ��IRVWHULQJ�WUDQVLWLRQ�IURP�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�WR�FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�VXSSRUW�VHUYLFHV��

��� Human rights-based approach: Underpinning all actions 
with a human rights approach and the CRPD:

• (QVXULQJ�HTXDOLW\�DQG�QRQ�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG�
SUDFWLFH�IRU�DOO�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�

• 3URWHFWLRQ�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�IURP�YLROHQFH��DEXVH��
H[FOXVLRQ��FRHUFLRQ��DQG�QHJOHFW�

• (QVXULQJ�FRQWLQXRXV��LQGHSHQGHQW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�PRQLWRULQJ

����Ensuring free and informed consent is guaranteed prior to 
YDFFLQDWLRQ��

����Women’s rights: ensuring the protection of women and 
JLUOV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DJDLQVW�YLROHQFH�DQG�DEXVH��DQG�WKH�
PDLQWHQDQFH�RI�DFFHVVLEOH�VXSSRUW�VHUYLFHV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKHLU�VH[XDO�DQG�UHSURGXFWLYH�KHDOWK�DQG�ULJKWV��

2XU�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RQ�&29,'�����0DUFK�������

2XU�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RQ�YDFFLQDWLRQ��2FWREHU�������

https://www.edf-feph.org/covid19/
https://www.edf-feph.org/newsroom-news-why-has-european-union-not-included-people-disabilities-priority-vaccination-covid19/
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